
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY OF OREGON’S

Gardens of Savannah & Charleston
† THURSDAY, APRIL 20 THRU FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017 ¢

Southern hospitality awaits in two of the country’s loveliest garden cities: 
Savannah, Georgia and Charleston, South Carolina.  Horticulture and 
gardening are important to both these communities which is reflected in 
their many public gardens, intimate private gardens and historic 
plantations.  HPSO members will experience many of these and more! 

Day 1 (Thursday, April 20) 
A shuttle will whisk you from the airport to the Holiday 
Inn Express on Bay Street, which is centrally-located and 
in Savannah’s Historic District. You’ll be greeted at the 
hotel and your welcome kit will include a curated list of 
sights and tickets. You can rest or hit the ground running 
since your kit will include a 3-day guided tour trolley 
pass. We will gather for dinner at one of the city’s hottest 
new restaurants, steps from the hotel. 

Days 2 & 3 (Friday-Saturday, April 21-22)
The Garden Club of Savannah’s “Hidden 
Gardens Tour” will fill most of these two days.  
Visit some or all of the eight private gardens 
during this 2-day event plus enjoy afternoon tea at 
the Green Meldrum House.  You may also wish to 
visit some of the 22 garden squares scattered 
throughout the city as well as the Juliet Gordon 
Low Birthplace, Ships of Sea Museum, Andrew 
Low House & Gardens, Telfair Mansion & 
Museums, Davenport House or Owens-Thomas 
House. Admission to all of these is included in the 
tour along with a 3-day trolley pass, a curated 
printed guide customized for HPSO, simplified 
maps and a summary to help you choose the sites 
you would most enjoy. 
Sleep in Savannah.  Breakfast & Afternoon tea. 

Day 4 (Sunday, April 23)
Board our chartered bus and we’re off to historic 
Beaufort.  We’ll be met by locals from the 
Lowcountry Master Gardeners, Beaufort Garden 
Club, and Beaufort County Historical Society.  
We’ll enjoy lunch and spend a few hours 
exploring Beaufort with local guides.  Next, we 
will visit the Georgia Coastal Botanical Gardens 
followed by Armstrong University’s Arboretum.
Sleep in Savannah.  Breakfast & Lunch.

Day 5 (Monday, April 24) 
A number of optional activities and surprises 
will be offered today.  Finish shopping, try the 
restaurant you’ve noticed during your walks, 
take in some of the other house museums and 
explore more of the wonderful sights of 
Savannah, Hostess City of the South.
Sleep in Savannah. Breakfast.

Please note:  This tour will be partially 
self-guided on some days, allowing you to travel at 
the pace that you prefer. On these days, 
participants will receive a printed guide and 
customized maps plus admission tickets to multiple 
gardens and sites.  Small groups will be organized 
rather than the entire group visiting each garden 
together, providing you a customizable and 
personalized experience.



Day 6 (Tuesday, April 25)
We head to Charleston this morning.  After 
checking into the Francis Marion Hotel and a 
quick lunch, we will take a mule-drawn carriage 
tour and enjoy a general overview of the historic 
district.   Charleston gardens have been 
renowned since the 1700s and camellia, azalea, 
tea olive and crepe myrtle are some of the plants 
whose American roots can be traced to being 
brought in through Charleston. 
Sleep in Charleston.  Breakfast & Lunch.

Day 7 (Wednesday, April 26)
Pedicabs will whisk us to the starting point of our 
day, White Point Garden and the Battery. We 
will divide into smaller groups, which will each 
have their own local guide. A number of surprises 
and intimate gardens are in store today plus you’ll 
visit the Nathaniel Russell House & Garden. 
Stroll down lovely narrow streets to view the 
marvelous architecture and lush gardens while 
accompanied by a local guide. 
The small groups will gather back together for 
lunch. The late afternoon and evening are yours. 
Sleep in Charleston.  Lunch.

Day 8 (Thursday, April 27)
Our charter bus takes us first to Magnolia 
Plantation & Gardens, founded in 1676 and the 
oldest public garden in America. Next, we visit 
Middleton Place. We will enjoy a southern- 
cooking buffet dinner at Middleton Place. 
Sleep in Charleston.  Lunch and Dinner.

Day 9 (Friday, April 28)
The tour officially ends today but you may decide 
to linger longer. Hotels in Charleston charge a 
premium for Fridays and Saturdays, but we have 
negotiated a limited number of rooms at a special 
rate. April is high season and some hotels are 
already sold out, so you will want to decide soon. 
Charleston is often on Best Destination lists and 
there’s lots to see and do! 

HPSO Tour: Gardens of Savannah & Charleston
Thursday, April 21 through Friday, April 28, 2017

9 days; 8 nights



HPSO Tour: Gardens of Savannah & Charleston
- - - - - - - - Continued from previous page - - - - - - - - 

Price 

The tour is limited and priced to 40 
participants.   HPSO members only. 

Because this tour is priced at cost, 
payments received by credit card will 
incur a 3.75% service charge. 

The prices quoted above include a 
contribution of $160 to HPSO.  
Because HPSO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, your contribution may 
be tax deductible.  Please consult 
with your tax advisor. 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY OF OREGON
828 NW 19TH AVENUE, PORTLAND, OR 97209

503.224.5718
WWW.HARDYPLANTSOCIETY.ORG

EMAIL: ADMIN@HARDYPLANTSOCIETY.ORG

Per Person Sharing 
a room Single Rate

$2,220 $3,330

What’s Included

HPSO Tour: Gardens of 
Savannah & Charleston 
includes: 

- 8 nights lodging  
- minimum of 5 breakfasts, 4 
lunches, 1 afternoon tea and 2 
dinners.  

- Chartered bus for 3 days.   
- Hop-on / Hop-off trolley passes 
for minimum of 3 days 

- Admission to numerous featured 
gardens and sites 

- Curated, custom information 
packet, maps and printed guide to 
sites, tailored to HPSO members 

- $160 contribution to HPSO 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please refer to the Tour 
Conditions Agreement for items 

not included

Practicalities

Physical requirements:  This tour 
will involve substantial amounts of 
walking.  Our lodging will be in the 
compact historic districts of both 
cities which are best explored on 
foot and are not conducive to large 
coaches.  Therefore, we will not use 
a tour bus for some days and will 
instead use walking and trolleys for 
transportation on many days.  
Participants should be capable of 
walking distances and for a minimum 
of three hours a day. 

Tour escorts and guides: 
Some of this tour will be partially 
self-guided, allowing you to travel 
at the pace that you prefer. On some 
days, participants will receive a 
printed guide and map to multiple 
gardens and sites with small groups 
organized rather than the entire 
group visiting each garden together. 

Throughout the tour, we will be 
joined by local guides and 
horticulture experts from a number 
of businesses and institutions.   

Susan McLeod Epstein, former Tours 
Director for the Charleston 
Horticultural Society, current board 
member of Southern Gardens History 
Society and also currently with the 
Preservation Society of Charleston 
has been instrumental in planning 
this tour and will join us 
occasionally during our stay. 

Our HPSO Treasurer, Lois Moss, will be 
your escort and the administrative 
contact for this tour.  Please send any 
questions or other items to: 
moss7433@gmail.com  

Registration requests will be accepted 
beginning Saturday, April 2, 2016 

Online Reservation Request Form 

Download the Tour Conditions 
agreement and Tour Waiver & Release

https://hpso.memberclicks.net/assets/Tours/tour%20details%20conditions%20agreement-england%202016.pdf
http://www.hardyplantsociety.org
mailto:admin@hardyplantsociety.org
mailto:moss7433@gmail.com
http://www.hardyplantsociety.org
mailto:admin@hardyplantsociety.org

